WHAT IS A YOUTH SHELTER?
A youth shelter is a structure designed to meet the social needs of young people - a sheltered place to sit and talk. The roof provides shelter from the weather, but most shelters are open on all sides, enabling all round visibility, ‘natural policing’ and safety for users. 
The most successful shelters are those that are linked to some type of sporting facility – these complement each other by becoming a place to go for both physical and social activity. 
Often local authorities have provided a sports field for community use, but any equipment such as goal posts are removed, so young people are expected to run around the field for a few hours and then go straight home without any opportunity to sit and talk. As adults, whenever we take part in sport we socialise afterwards, often in pleasant surroundings designed for the purpose.

Many shelters are open on all sides, but in some cases this has proved unpopular and uncomfortable to use as the young people are exposed to wind and rain. Some shelters now include partial screening on one or more sides. The users’ needs for safety and some protection from the elements should be carefully balanced and designed for at each location.

The size of any proposed shelter needs to be in proportion to the immediate surroundings. The objective should be to achieve sufficient views for safety of users and as a deterrent to vandalism, without excessive annoyance to the nearby houses.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS:
For the young people

• a place to go and meet that is non-confrontational

• facilitates young people’s development by learning about independence and socialising

• develops involvement and pride in their neighbourhood

• is a constructive rather than destructive experience

• reduces boredom if associated with a sports facility

• removes a possible first step towards crime

• team games provide a physical outlet for emotions and energy

• improves the employability of project team

• all round visibility allows users to feel safe

For the community:

• reduced damage, graffiti, crime and fear of crime

• enhanced community harmony

• children’s play areas remain undamaged and useable

• reduced maintenance costs.

Extracts from ‘Youth Shelters & Sports Systems – A good practice guide’ Issued by Thames Valley Police

